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Further terminology is used to distinguish various forms and media used in the film 
industry. Motion pictures and moving pictures are frequently used terms for film and movie 
productions specifically intended for theatrical exhibition, such as, for instance, Batman. 
DVD and videotape are video formats that can reproduce a photochemical film. A 
reproduction based on such is called a transfer. After the advent of theatrical film as an 
industry, the television industry began using videotape as a recording medium. For many 
decades, tape was solely an analog medium onto which moving images could be either 
recorded or transferred. Film and filming refer to the photochemical medium that 
chemically records a visual image and the act of recording respectively. However, the act of 
shooting images with other visual media, such as with a digital camera, is still called filming 
and the resulting works often called films as interchangeable to movies, despite not being 
shot on film. Silent films need not be utterly silent, but are films and movies without an 
audible dialogue, including those that have a musical accompaniment. The word, Talkies, 
refers to the earliest sound films created to have audible dialogue recorded for playback 
along with the film, regardless of a musical accompaniment. Cinema either broadly 
encompasses both films and movies, or it is roughly synonymous with film and theatrical 
exhibition, and both are capitalized when referring to a category of art. The silver screen 
refers to the projection screen used to exhibit films and, by extension, is also used as a 
metonym for the entire film industry. 


Before the advent of digital alternatives, the cost of professional film equipment and stock 
was also a hurdle to being able to produce, direct, or star in a traditional studio film. But the 
advent of consumer camcorders in 1985, and more importantly, the arrival of high- 
resolution digital video in the early 1990s, have lowered the technology barrier to film 
production significantly. Both production and post-production costs have been significantly 


lowered in the 2000s, the hardware and software for post-production can be installed in a 
commodity-based personal computer. Technologies such as DVDs, FireWire connections and 
a wide variety of professional and consumer-grade video editing software make film-making 
relatively affordable. 


In a strategy called virtual cinema, some film distributors have created new partnerships 
with small movie theaters and art houses to provide a portion of online streaming sales, 
including Kino Lorber, Film Movement, Music Box Films, Hope Runs High, and Oscilloscope 
Labs.67154 Warner Bros. Pictures announced in December 2020 that it would 
simultaneously release its slate of 2021 films both as theatrical releases and available for 
streaming on HBO Max for a period of one month.155 This approach, called Project 
Popcorn, led to many filmmakers, production companies and theater chains to voice their 
disappointment and displeasure over the move, especially since they were not informed and 
consulted with over the move, as well as in regards to contractual and legal obligations.156 
In March 2021, it was announced that Warner Bros. would discontinue same-day releases in 
2022, as part of an agreement the studio reached with Cineworld which operates Regal 
Cinemas, and would instead use a 45-day exclusive release window for theaters.157 The 
studio made a similar deal with AMC Theaters in August 2021.158159 Paramount Pictures 
announced that it would release PAW Patrol: The movie on Paramount+ on the same day as 
its theatrical release.160 
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